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Modern Clock Key Manufacture M&P KEYS

Fromtimeto timewe get commentsfrom customersontheway Clock Keysare currently manufactured.
Thecommentsgenerdly fal intothesearess.

Question:

Why doesthe shaft havearound holedrilled init, aswell asthe square section?

Answer:

Yearsago, keysweremadeby drilling asmall round holein the blunt end of anew key blank. Sharp
squaretoolswerethen driveninto the blank by apress, ingradually increasing sizes, cutting away asmall
amount of material. Thisprocesswasrepeated until aperfect square of the correct sizewas obtained.
Inthe modern world, manufacturersare constantly forced to find cheaper and |esslabour-intensivewaysto
manufacturethings. Thisappliesto dmost every industry and trade.

Modern keysaremadeinjust two operations. A holeisdrilled intothe blank. Thisholeissufficiently large
to alow asharp square cutter to removethe cornersin one single operation. Theresult isaperfectly
functional key - the cornersof the square measure exactly what was ordered, however thesignsof the
round holearedtill visible. Todl intentsand purposesthismodern key isperfectly satisfactory. It will fit
snugly on ashaft of the correct size, theonly difference being thefact that thesmall arcsin thefacesof the
key no longer make contact with the clock. Of course, unlessthe key wasaperfect this, thispart of the
key never made contact anyway.

Question:

Old keysand arborsweretapered. Why aremodern keysparallel sided?

Answer:

Thisgoesback further still, to when the keysweretruly hand-made. To make akey with asnugfit, both
the arbour and key weretapered. Itiscommon practicefor arepairer to ‘ square-off’ thewinding arbors
during anoverhaul. By using atapered key, it would still fit the arbor even after it had been squared off.
These keyswere often made by an assistant or apprentice, and in those dayslabour costswerevery low.

Quedtion:

If | want akey of theold style, what should | do?

Answer:

If you purchase akey oneor two sizessmaller than needed, it isasimple but time-consuming task tofile
out theinsgdewith aflat needlefileuntil aperfect replacement isobtained.

Question:

Why can’t | order keysby number and not by metric size?

Answer:

Thereareat |east two key numbering systemsin existence, so you would need to specify the numbering
systemaswaell asthe number required. Asall our keysare manufactured to ametric size (thedistance
between any two adjacent corners) it makesmuch more senseto order by size.
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